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YOUNGER
FELLOWS
The RANZCO Younger Fellows
Advisory Group have been hard at
work both representing and planning
events for recently graduated Fellows.
With our annual survey completed we
have received a clear indication about
the issues and concerns affecting this
group, including co-management with
optometrists, issues around billing and
starting a practice.
Another focus has been to have
more branch-based opportunities
for Younger Fellows to meet. With a
successful Younger Fellows session
at the Victorian Branch Annual
Scientific Meeting last year and plans
for something similar at the upcoming
New South Wales meeting this year,
South Australian Younger Fellows
representative Dr Shane Durkin
recently organised a session at the
SA Branch Meeting.
There was a successful pre-dinner
session which followed the completion

of the academic program. The event
was kindly sponsored by Medfin
and held over fortified wine from
the Barossa Valley and the finest
cheeses from the Adelaide Hills. Mr
Paul Nadge, a Medfin representative,
gave an overview of practice, personal
and home finance options available
to Fellows. This gave a helpful
perspective to those contemplating
entering private practice and also
helped to decipher the financial issues
around purchasing new equipment.
The session was supported by the
SA Branch Chair, Dr Garry Davis,
who offered many anecdotes about
balancing public and private practice.
This was then followed by wise words
from Prof Robert Casson, who offered
further advice about incorporating
research into practice and identifying
the goals for future practice.
The event was open to and well
attended by fourth and fifth year
registrars, Fellows in specialisation
training, along with those recently
graduated Fellows in their first few
years of practice. The session went
well and we look forward to hosting
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a similar event in concert with the
next SA Branch meeting. It provided
an important forum for recent Fellows
to meet and discuss issues pertinent
to ophthalmologists early in their
careers.
After positive feedback from last year’s
Younger Fellows Dinner in Brisbane,
we are pleased to advise there will be
another Younger Fellows Dinner held
at Congress this year in Wellington.
Those who are within 10 years of
obtaining their RANZCO Fellowship
are invited to attend dinner and drinks
at the stylish and contemporary
Prefab Hall. It is perfectly located near
some of Wellington's best bars and
nightlife and just a 15 minute walk
from the Congress venue. The dinner
starts at 6:30 pm and the cost is $40 per
head plus drinks. Please join us for this
fabulous opportunity to network with
friends and colleagues and get a true
taste of Wellington at the same time.
To attend, please select from the online
form when you register for Congress.
Dr Christine Younan
Chair, Younger Fellows Advisory Group

RANZCO MUSEUM
THREE GENERATIONS OF GIBSONS AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO AUSTRALIAN OPHTHALMOLOGY
The remarkable contributions of
the Gibson family can be seen on
the ‘Collections’ tab of the RANZCO
Museum website, with the story
beginning with Dr John Lockhart
Gibson who was Queensland’s
first locally born ophthalmologist.
Commencing ophthalmology and
ENT in 1895, he later enlisted in the
Australian Imperial Forces in charge of
the Ophthalmic Unit of the Australian
General Hospital in Mudras. He was
the first to use a giant magnet for the
extraction of intraocular foreign bodies
sustained in the Gallipoli campaign.
He was succeeded by his son Dr Walter
Lockhart Gibson, President of the
Ophthalmic Society of Australia 1949,

who was involved in the earliest cases
of corneal transplantation in Australia.
His son Dr Brian Lockhart Gibson
was President of RANZCO in 1997 and
has generously donated the artefacts
shown.
Dr David Kaufman
Curator, RANZCO Museum

Dr Walter Lockhart Gibson who pioneered
coreal transplantation in Australia.

Pathology specimens from the collection of
Dr John Lockhart Gibson 1907.

Early electromagnet used by Dr John
Lockhart Gibson.

